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The 500 series power supplies were designed for the SR-500 and the SR-400 series transceivers.  

 

The first in the line was the P-500 which was the first run power supply for the SR-500. Only the 

first print SR-500 manuals feature the P-500 manual. It ran on 117vac input. It delivered high a 

voltage of 750vdc at 500ma; B+ of 280vdc at 100ma; adjustable bias (-90 to -130vdc); and 

12.6vac at 5.0A. For the European market the dual primary (117/234) was available. 

 

The second production run of the SR-500 featured the PS-500-AC. It is basically the same as the 

P-500. 

 

The PS-500A-AC was designed for use with the SR-400 series transceivers. The voltage out put 

is the same as the previous 500 supplies. It did not have the variable negative bias voltage output. 

The bias output voltage was fixed at -130vdc. Most documentation lists the PS-500A-AC as a 

dual input voltage unit, 117/234vac. However, when ordering from the factory you could get the 

117vac only version. Second and third production run versions had a 117 ac output jack for 

driving a cooling fan. 

 

Over the last 60 years of migrating all over the country and the world you can find any of the six 

basic configurations of the 500 series power supplies connected to either the SR-500 or the SR-

400. I have even found some HT-44’s driven by various 500 series supplies (although I don’t see 

why, if anything, performance of the 44 is degraded when attached to the 500 supply. And, a 

method of adjusting the negative bias must be added.).  

 

The PS-500-DC was designed to be used with both the 500 and 400 series transceivers. Caution 

is needed in the installation of the DC supply. It emits an annoying 6000 to 13000hz squeal. It 

was intended to be trunk mounted for separation from the noise. 

 
When restoring these power supplies, you should seek out electrolytic capacitors with an ESR 

of 5 ohms or less. I personally shoot for 0.1 ohms or less. The cost runs 2 to 3 times the cost of 

caps with 5 ohms or more. But the results of less hum in the receiver and transmitter are well 

worth the investment.  
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